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NFCR MISSION STATEMENT

The National Foundation for Cancer Research (NFCR) was 
founded in 1973 to support cancer research and public education 
relating to prevention, early diagnosis, better treatments and 
ultimately, a cure for cancer. NFCR promotes and facilitates 
collaboration among scientists to accelerate the pace of discovery 
from bench to bedside. NFCR is about Research for a Cure — 
cures for all types of cancer.
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RESEARCH CURES CANCER
Dear Friends and Donors,

For 42 years, the National Foundation for Cancer Research has funded scientific discoveries, medical advancements, 
and changes in technology that have revolutionized the way doctors treat cancer — all types of cancer. NFCR has long 
been a catalyst for the invention of the kinds of “disruptive innovations” that are bringing hope and promise to patients 
suffering with cancer.  

Innovation is deeply embedded in all that we do. Our focus has always been to provide scientists the “adventure” 
funding to discover, and then to incubate their novel ideas, programs, products, or practices in support of research that 
will cure cancer. Since our founding by Nobel Laureate Dr. Albert Szent-Györgyi, NFCR has stood apart by supporting 
the High-Risk/High-Reward cancer research that larger charities and governments can’t and won’t fund. 

But research is about more than just funding discoveries. There is a deafening silence about available cancer treatments 
today which needs to be addressed if we hope to translate the breakthroughs in research to patients at their bedsides. 

NFCR is dedicated to shortening the time between a laboratory discovery and a new treatment option becoming 
available to patients. The new breakthroughs and technologies our supported-scientists and international partners 
are working on are made possible by your generous support. 

As you will see in detail in the following pages, NFCR supported-scientists are literally defining the forefront of cancer 
research. They are pioneering new approaches to immunotherapy, harnessing the immune system to fight cancer. They 
are also integrating molecular-based diagnostics with medical informatics to identify molecular targets in individual 
patients that might rapidly be translated into precision medicine strategies. This is Research for a Cure.

Thank you and sincerely,

Franklin C. Salisbury, Jr. 
Chief Executive Officer



T-CELL ARMY 
Laurence Cooper’s Revolutionary Adoptive Immunotherapy

Sitting in his Houston, Texas laboratory, Laurence Cooper, M.D., Ph.D., is determined. “We’ve got to do better,” 
he says. As a pediatric oncologist at MD Anderson Cancer Center, Dr. Cooper knows the cost of cancer first-
hand. Despite great advances in the fight against childhood cancers, current treatments have reached the point of 
diminishing returns.

As a cancer researcher, however, Dr. Cooper also knows that the groundbreaking new treatments his patients 
desperately need will be found in the laboratory. NFCR shares this vision, and we have proudly supported Dr. 
Cooper’s research efforts for over a decade. Today, thanks to his tireless work, a breakthrough new treatment 
called adoptive immunotherapy is now poised to reach patients across the country.
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There are many different approaches to “immunotherapy,” 
which refers to any treatment that harnesses the power of 
the immune system to fight cancer. Most approaches involve 

T-cells, an especially attractive part of the immune system for 
cancer research, for three reasons. First, T-cells are specific, which 
means they can recognize very subtle differences between normal 
and abnormal cells. Second, T-cells have memory, so that once they 
recognize a harmful molecular signature – whether due to a virus or 
to cancer – they can protect against recurrence for life. Third, T-cells 
are incredibly adaptable. Cancer researchers have long known that 
tumor cells can evolve resistance to drugs over time; unlike drugs, 
T-cells are able to evolve alongside the cancer and remain effective.

For decades, scientists have been trying to mobilize T-cells to identify 
and attack cancer cells. Through an ingenious process of genetic 
engineering, Dr. Cooper has now achieved remarkable success. 

ASSEMBLING THE ARMY 
When President Nixon declared “War on Cancer” in 1971, he was 
not referring to any specific treatment. However, Dr. Cooper believes 
it’s an apt analogy for his approach to immunotherapy. “We do think 
of it as sort of a war metaphor,” he says. “The T-cells can be thought 
of as foot soldiers, where they can be assembled outside of the body, 
just like a general would assemble an army.” 

Next the T-cells are “trained” to distinguish friend from foe – that 
is, to recognize tumor cells as different from normal cells – through 
a sophisticated process of genetic engineering. Dr. Cooper and his 
colleagues construct synthetic genes in the laboratory, which they 
insert into the genome of the assembled T-cells. These synthetic 
genes are designed to make the T-cells build special molecules, called 
chimeric antigen receptors (CARs), which act as “homing antennas” to 
direct the T-cells’ killing abilities towards specific, pre-selected targets. 

Now fully equipped to mount an attack against the cancer cells, the 
T-cells can be packaged, put into a bottle, and ultimately “deployed” 
back into the cancer patient’s bloodstream. Importantly, Dr. Cooper’s 
innovative genetic engineering approach also reduces the need to 
“match” donors with patients, allowing the T-cells prepared from 
a single, unrelated, healthy donor to be produced in bulk. These 
genetically engineered T-cells can be assembled and frozen in large 
quantities, like a “standing army reserve”, then thawed and infused on 
demand when the patient needs them. 

This revolutionary process, known as adoptive immunotherapy, is the 
culmination of years of work by Dr. Cooper, with support from NFCR. 

FINDING THE FOES
Just as a good general trains an army to face the specific battles 
ahead, Dr. Cooper’s pioneering approach can produce T-cells that are 
tailored to fight different types of cancer. 

The first great success came with the engineering of CARs that 
enabled the T-cells to recognize a molecule called CD19, which is 
found on tumor cells from several types of leukemia and lymphoma. 
Dr. Cooper led the first-in-humans trial to infuse CD19-specific 
T-cells into patients with malignant B-cell Lymphoma.

Dr. Cooper has also generated CARs that grant T-cells specificity 
for other cancer molecules, including HERV-K, which is expressed 

in certain types of breast cancer; CD56, which is expressed in the 
childhood cancer neuroblastoma; and c-Met, which is expressed in 
many different cancers, especially when tumors have a poor oxygen 
supply. As a result of this specificity and adaptability, Dr. Cooper’s 
adoptive immunotherapy approach has the potential to make an 
impact across a huge array of cancer types.

Direct assaults on tumor cells are not the only way that Dr. Cooper’s 
T-cell armies are helping cancer patients. Bone marrow transplant 
is an important component of therapy for many cancer patients, but 
during recovery they have dangerously weakened immune systems. 
This leaves them vulnerable to opportunistic infections, especially 
caused by Aspergillus, the most common fungal infection in immune-
compromised patients. Healthy people breathe in small quantities of 
this common mold every day without problems, but for bone marrow 
transplant patients, infection is lethal in over 60% of cases.

Now Dr. Cooper and his team have successfully applied their 
adoptive immunotherapy technique to killing Aspergillus cells. 
They have engineered CARs that enable T-cells to recognize a sugar 
molecule on this fungus. This new approach of targeting sugar 
molecules could be used to target other dangerous pathogens as well.

WINNING THE WAR
Over the course of his research career, Dr. Cooper has never lost 
sight of the patients who are depending on him. These patients fuel 
his drive to “do better,” and not settle for the diminishing returns of 
conventional therapies. Throughout our long relationship, NFCR has 
always had the highest confidence in Dr. Cooper’s ability to bridge 
the gap between what cancer therapy is, and what it needs to be.  “I 
have to think of things that really aren’t available,” says Dr. Cooper, 
“things that are new and untested. Quite frankly, this is where the 
NFCR shines, because it’s able essentially to hold that uncertainty.” 

Today, thanks to the generous support of NFCR’s donors, what was 
once an untested idea is now becoming a life-saving reality. Early 
in 2015, a new company, Ziopharm, was launched to translate Dr. 
Cooper’s adoptive immunotherapy approach into new treatments 
for patients in clinics across the U.S. This is an excellent example of 
NFCR’s unique and successful approach to funding cancer research. 
By providing long-term support for the most promising science, we 
ultimately make possible the truly groundbreaking discoveries that 
will have a huge impact in the lives of cancer patients.

It is because of those patients that Dr. Cooper remains determined. 
“We’re not going to do something that’s just iterative,” he says; “we’re 
going to do something that’s transformative. We’re actually going to 
cure – if I can use big words – we’re going to cure cancer.” That is the 
mission of NFCR: Research for a Cure.



REVOLUTION IN CANCER
TREATMENT AND CARE

For more than 40 years, NFCR has provided outstanding researchers with the precious seed funding they need 
to pursue the next big thing in cancer research. NFCR is committed to fostering scientific creativity, investing in 
basic research, and helping scientists translate these promising cancer discoveries into cures. 

From life-saving breakthroughs in immunotherapy to advances in metastasis research, cancer genetics, precision 
medicine, anti-angiogenic therapies, nanomedicine and more, NFCR scientists have led the way into a new era of 
cancer prevention, detection, and treatment.

This is what NFCR means by Research for a Cure.
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CTC CHIP DETECTS CANCER IN BLOOD
Daniel A. Haber, M.D., Ph.D.
Massachusetts General Hospital, 
Boston, MA
Supported Since: 2004
Principal Cancer Types: Pancreas, Breast, 
    Lung, Melanoma, Prostate 
Research Focus: Circulating Tumor 
    Cells

Dr. Haber and his team developed the CTC iChip — an advanced 
micro-engineered device that is capable of capturing extremely rare 
circulating tumor cells (CTCs) from the blood. This device could 
dramatically improve treatment and diagnosis of many different 
types of metastatic cancer. Thanks to recent improvements in design, 
Dr. Haber is now able to use the CTC iChip to investigate the ways 
in which cancer cells leave the primary tumor and invade into the 
bloodstream to spread and initiate metastasis. By testing the CTCs, 
they have discovered that some genes are specifically activated as 
cancer cells leave the tumor and enter blood circulation. He and his 
team are now working to understand the properties of these genes 
to better understand how cancer cells spread through the blood, and 
whether targeting these genes could prevent metastasis.

MOLECULAR IMAGING
James Basilion, Ph.D.
NFCR Center for Molecular Imaging,
Case Western Reserve University, 
Cleveland, OH
Supported Since: 2001
Principal Cancer Types: Breast, Brain, Skin
Research Focus: Molecular Imaging 
    of Cancer

Dr. Basilion and his team at the NFCR Center for Molecular Imaging 
are developing advanced new techniques that could literally change 
the way doctors look at cancer. Each tumor has a complex genetic 
signature, and a new molecular probe designed at the Center 

allows doctors to simultaneously visualize many different aspects 
of this signature in real-time — leading to better diagnostics. Dr. 
Basilion and scientists at the Center have also developed an imaging 
technique that could revolutionize cancer surgery, both for breast 
lumpectomy and skin cancer. The new technology consists of a 
light-emitting probe that binds to the cancers cells. It is many times 
more sensitive than existing probes and works within minutes, 
allowing surgeons to assess in real-time whether the margins of 
their surgeries are cancer-free. This novel approach, which may soon 
advance to clinical trials, could dramatically reduce the re-excision 
rates (currently 20-60% for lumpectomy), and more importantly 
reduce or eliminate local recurrence due to “surgically missed” 
cancerous tissues. 

DETECTING OVARIAN CANCER
Robert C. Bast, Jr., M.D.
MD Anderson Cancer Center, 
Houston, TX
Supported Since: 2001 
Principal Cancer Type: Ovarian
Research Focus: Early Detection of 
    Ovarian Cancer 

When it comes to ovarian cancer, early detection is viewed as the 
most effective means to achieve cure. The five-year survival rate 
is above 90% if ovarian cancer is found during the earliest stage; 
unfortunately, only 15% of cases are diagnosed at this stage. Dr. Bast 
is working to change that. Using a special imaging device called a 
Superconducting Quantum Interfering Device (SQUID), which 
promises to improve sensitivity by several orders of magnitude 
over existing techniques, Dr. Bast and his colleagues are working 
to identify the best combination of biomarkers that can be used 
together to produce the most sensitive, ovarian-cancer-identifying 
signal possible. Using more specific and sensitive biomarkers in 
conjunction with SQUID technology could greatly increase early 
detection and diagnosis of ovarian tumors at a time that would offer 
the best opportunity for cure.

EARLY CANCER DETECTION AND MONITORING
Early detection and monitoring is critical for effective cancer treatments. The molecular differences that 
make cancer cells lethal also provide the clues for their detection, identification and visualization. Our 
scientists are developing new methods in molecular imaging technologies which are highly-sensitive cancer 
detectors. A revolutionary technology recently developed by NFCR-funded researchers makes it possible to 
detect early-stage cancer through a simple blood test. We envision that the development of these new tools 
for early cancer detection and continuous monitoring during and after cancer treatment will significantly 
improve clinical management of various cancers and ultimately, improve patient survival.
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TARGETING GLIOBLASTOMA
Webster K. Cavenee, Ph.D. 
Ludwig Institute for Cancer Research, 
San Diego, CA
Supported Since: 2002
Principal Cancer Type: Brain (GBM)
Research Focus: New Therapies for 
    Brain Tumors  

Dr. Cavenee is a renowned leader in identifying the genetic 
underpinnings of glioblastoma multiforme (GBM) — the most 
common and deadliest form of brain tumor — and creating 
innovative therapeutic approaches against this disease. He and his 
team are especially interested in understanding how GBM tumors 
become resistant to treatment. To date, the specific reasons that GBM 
develops resistance to new treatments (including a class of drugs 
called EGFR inhibitors) remain largely undefined. Dr. Cavenee’s idea 
is that understanding this process will allow them to devise a way to 
block all of the resistance “escape pathways” using targeted therapies 
— an approach they believe will eventually lead to longer survival 
times for patients. 

W. K. Alfred Yung, Ph.D. 
MD Anderson Cancer Center, 
Houston, TX
Supported Since: 2014
Principal Cancer Types: Brain
Research Focus: Overcoming Resistance 
    in GBM 

In his first year of NFCR support, Dr. Yung is advancing the search 
for new treatments for glioblastoma multiforme (GBM) — the 
most common and deadliest brain tumor in adults. He is especially 
focused on drugs which target a gene called PI3K, a key driver for 
about 30% of GBM cases. Dr. Yung’s team is working with a special 
panel of glioma stem cells (GSCs) collected from many different 
GBM patients, which allows them to investigate patterns of resistance 
to PI3K inhibitors. By establishing the molecular profile of each 
line of GSCs, Dr. Yung and his team can identify potential targets 
for new drugs in the laboratory, validate which targets are viable for 
treatment, and ultimately develop drugs that are specifically tailored 
to attack those targets.

ADVANCING PERSONALIZED MEDICINE 
THROUGH ANALYSIS OF CANCER PATHWAYS 
AND DRUG RESISTANCE
What makes cancer cells different and dangerous? Among the myriad genetic alterations observed in 
tumors, only some propel cancer cells to proliferate abnormally, survive inappropriately and resist the drugs 
administered to destroy them. Furthermore, every cancer is different as multiple pathways can lead to the 
lethal growth of cancer. To know which alterations represent important therapeutic targets, we need to 
understand their place in the vast molecular network that underpins cellular function. We are using multiple 
genomic, proteomic, computational, and in vivo approaches to build a comprehensive “wiring diagram” 
for cancer cells and their molecular environment. This blueprint will lead us to better, more sophisticated 
strategies to control individual cancers and combat drug resistance. 
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STOPPING METASTASIS
Danny Welch, Ph.D. 
NFCR Center for Metastasis Research 
The University of Kansas Cancer Center, 
Kansas City, KS
Supported Since: 1996
Principal Cancer Types: Breast, Colorectal, 
    Lung, Ovarian, Pancreas, Prostate, 
    Melanoma 
Research Focus: Metastasis Suppressor Genes

Since its inception, Dr. Welch has directed the NFCR Center for 
Metastasis Research in its investigations of cancer biology related 
to metastasis — the process responsible for the vast majority of 
patient deaths across all types of cancer. Dr. Welch and his team 
have identified genes regulating metastasis, particularly metastasis 
suppressors; investigated the interactions between metastases and 
their surrounding tissues, especially for bone metastases; and are 
now working to translate their findings into clinical practice. In 
2014, they identified genetic changes that predict whether patients 
will or will not develop metastasis. At least some of these changes 
occur in mitochondria — where cells convert nutrients into energy. 
These results could mean that a simple blood draw and analysis of 
mitochondrial DNA, which is present in every cell and which is small 
enough to be rapidly analyzed, could be used to help doctors guide 
their strategy to treat patients. 

BIOMARKERS AND NEW THERAPEUTIC 
TARGETS

Wei Zhang, Ph.D. 
NFCR Center for Cancer Systems Informatics 
MD Anderson Cancer Center, 
Houston, TX
Supported Since: 2006
Principal Cancer Types: Gastric, Ovarian, 
    Uterine, Colorectal, Breast, Brain
Research Focus: Cancer Genetics and 
    Personalized Medicine

Personalized medicine — choosing anti-cancer treatments for 
specific patients based on the genetic makeup of their own, unique 
tumors — has been the dream of oncologists for decades. However, 
efficiently analyzing enormous genomic datasets to make treatment 
recommendations is no easy feat. Dr. Zhang and his team at the 
NFCR Center for Cancer Systems Informatics have the tools and the 
drive to make that dream a reality. With key publications in 2014 
detailing discoveries in genomic and genetic makeup of ovarian and 
uterine cancer, plus their critical role in the international effort to 
map the genetic signatures of gastric cancer (page 13), investigators 
at the Center have accelerated the pace of research into this critical 
area, making invaluable contributions to our understanding of the 
molecular and genomic events that underlie many cancer types, and 
ultimately improving patient care.

ANTI-CANCER DRUG DESIGN AND DISCOVERY
Alanna Schepartz, Ph.D. 
Yale University, New Haven, CT
Supported Since: 1991 
Principal Cancer Types: Lung, Colorectal, 
    Head and Neck, Pancreas
Research Focus: Protein-Protein Interactions 
 

Dr. Schepartz is pioneering a new approach to cancer treatment, 
which focuses on how to attack “protein-protein interactions” — one 
of the most challenging aspects of new drug development. In her 
laboratory, Dr. Schepartz and her team are synthesizing a new class 
of molecules called “miniature proteins” which they are using to 
identify the functional role of discrete protein-protein interactions 
that are critical for cancer. They are also developing beta-peptides 
— another class of synthetic molecule — that are able to block these 
interactions. In 2014, Dr. Schepartz described new molecules that 
inhibit EGFR — an important protein that is often mutated in lung 
cancer — in a new way, offering hope to patients whose cancer is 
resistant to current anti-EGFR treatments.

Alan C. Sartorelli, Ph.D. 
(1931–2015)
Yale University School of Medicine, 
New Haven, CT
Supported Since: 2004
Principal Cancer Types: Cervical, Ovarian, 
    Breast, Brain, Leukemia
Research Focus: New Drug Development

Dr. Sartorelli has been working for years to turn the tables on cancer, 
with an approach that converts the disease’s apparent strength into 
a fatal weakness. Cancer often results when cells develop defects in 
their ability to repair damage to their DNA. This causes the cells to 
acquire even more mutations, which can ultimately lead to cancer. 
Dr. Sartorelli’s team continues to work on identifying the specific 
flaws in DNA repair machinery in cancer cells, then attacking those 
cells with novel agents and/or chemotherapy that maximizes the 
specific type of DNA damage that they are unable to repair. Triapine, 
a novel agent of this type that was developed in Dr. Sartorelli’s lab, 
is expected to enter clinical trials for the treatment of cervical and 
ovarian cancers in 2015. These approaches are also anticipated to 
have high relevance to the treatment of breast cancer, glioblastoma, 
and leukemia.
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Paul Schimmel, Ph.D. 
Scripps Research Institute, 
San Diego, CA
Supported Since: 1994 
Principal Cancer Types: Melanoma, 
    Leukemia
Research Focus: New Avenues for 
    Cancer Treatment

A world-renowned biochemist, Dr. Schimmel has dedicated his 
40-year career to understanding the most fundamental chemical 
process for all living things — how the genetic information encoded 
in RNA gets translated into protein. His work has led to the 
discovery of a major new way to relieve the adverse effects of cancer 
drugs that can harm other parts of the body, especially the blood 
supply. One key protein Dr. Schimmel has been investigating was 
found to restore platelet counts, offering hope for cancer patients 
with thrombocytopenia. In addition, Dr. Schimmel and his team 
discovered how a natural ingredient in the food chain (resveratrol, 
found in cacao and grape skins) works with another key protein to 
produce protective effects against cancer — a true breakthrough 
for cancer prevention. The mechanism could also be exploited to 
develop new treatments or chemoprevention agents. 

Daniel Von Hoff, M.D. 
Laurence Hurley, Ph.D. 
NFCR Center for Targeted Cancer 
Therapies, Translational Genomics 
Research Institute, Phoenix, AZ
Supported Since: 1985 
Principal Cancer Types: Pancreas, Multiple 
    Myeloma, Lymphoma, Colorectal 
Research Focus: New Drug Development

At the NFCR Center for Targeted Cancer 
Therapies, Co-Directors Dr. Von Hoff and 
Dr. Hurley are pioneering new approaches 
to attack the so-called “undruggable” 
targets present in many tumors. They have 
had great success identifying multiple new 
compounds that selectively kill pancreatic 
cancer cells with mutations in the K-ras 

gene, and the leading compounds are currently being further 
developed for possible translation into the clinic. In addition to this, 
the Center is embarking on an entirely new approach to treating 
cancer in 2015, developing drugs that block newly-recognized 
genetic structures called “super enhancers.” These large clusters of 
DNA regulatory elements, which control expression of a host of 
genes — including the critical cancer gene c-Myc — offer a great 
opportunity to disrupt the network of genes-associated cancer. This 
new approach may lead to great improvements in the treatment of 
pancreatic cancer, lymphoma, multiple myeloma, and colorectal 
cancer, and other cancers.

PERSONALIZED APPROACH FOR MORE 
EFFECTIVE TREATMENT

Kathryn B. Horwitz, Ph.D. 
University of Colorado, 
Denver, CO
Supported Since: 1985
Principal Cancer Type: Breast
Research Focus: Combination Therapy 
  for Breast Cancer

A surprising number of ER+PR+ breast 
cancer patients — those whose cancers are positive for estrogen and 
progesterone receptors — are resistant to hormone therapy, and 30% 
or more see their tumor return after being “cancer-free” for years, 
even decades, following anti-hormone and chemotherapy treatments. 
Dr. Horwitz is working to understand why. Her research has found 
that luminal breast tumors, which account for 75% of all breast 
tumors, actually contain four different types of cancer cells, some of 
which are resistant to hormone therapy — as though the patient had 
four different kinds of breast cancer at once. Her team is working to 
isolate each of these four cell types, then find drugs that can attack 
each one, in hopes that combination therapy will prove to be a better 
long-term approach to treatment.

Waun Ki Hong, M.D. 
MD Anderson Cancer Center, 
Houston, TX
Supported Since: 1999
Principal Cancer Type: Lung
Research Focus: Adaptive Clinical Trials 
 

Dr. Hong was instrumental in the design and implementation of 
the Biomarker-Integrated Approaches of Targeted Therapy for Lung 
Cancer Elimination (BATTLE) program, which was funded in 
part by NFCR. The BATTLE trial’s adaptive design, in which lung 
cancer patients were assigned to be treated with the drug to which 
they are most likely to respond, based on their personal biomarker 
profile identified through tumor biopsies, was groundbreaking in 
its large-scale application of precision medicine techniques. Today, 
the BATTLE trial serves as a model for personalized treatment 
initiatives that are at the forefront of cancer research. Dr. Hong’s 
work continues to pay dividends, as the trial’s findings are applied in 
the clinic for lung patients with non-small cell lung cancer.
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ANGIOGENESIS: SHUTTING DOWN CANCER
Harold F. Dvorak, M.D. 
Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center, 
Boston, MA
Supported Since: 1980
Principal Cancer Types: All Types 
  (tumor blood supply)
Research Focus: Tumor Angiogenesis 
    and Anti-vascular Therapy

Dr. Dvorak is a long-time NFCR Fellow, and winner of the inaugural 
Albert Szent-Györgyi Prize for his discovery of VEGF (vascular 
endothelial growth factor). VEGF plays a central role in angiogenesis, 
the process by which tumors recruit blood vessels to supply the 
nutrients they need to grow and survive. Dr. Dvorak’s research has 
contributed immensely to scientists’ understanding of this process, 
and led to the development of a new class of anti-angiogenic 
therapies that target tumor blood vessels. His latest work is focused 
on “feeding arteries” and “draining veins” — the larger vessels that 
carry blood into and out tumors — with the goal of determining 
how they form and whether they can be targeted to cut off the tumor 
blood supply. This novel approach, which is analogous to cutting off 
the water supply at the street, rather than turning off all the faucets in 
the house, has great potential for treating and possibly curing many 
types of cancer.

Rakesh K. Jain, Ph.D. 
Massachusetts General Hospital, 
Boston, MA
Supported Since: 1998 
Principal Cancer Types: Brain, All Types 
    (tumor blood supply) 
Research Focus: Attacking Brain Tumor 
    Blood Vessels 

Dr. Jain is a leader in the field of anti-angiogenic therapy. His 
seminal research demonstrated that anti-angiogenic therapy works 
by normalizing the abnormal, leaky vessels that usually surround 
and penetrate tumors — a process that both improves delivery of 
chemotherapy drugs and increases the oxygen content of cancer 
cells, which makes radiation therapy more effective. Dr. Jain is now 
focused on the role of angiogenesis in glioblastoma multiforme 
(GBM). By identifying the characteristics that confer resistance 
to anti-angiogenic therapy in patients with the disease, Dr. Jain’s 
research is helping doctors to better tailor the use of anti-angiogenic 
therapies for GBM patients in the clinic. Additionally, the molecular 
resistance pathways that Dr. Jain and his team identify will direct the 
development of novel agents targeting these pathways, which could 
extend the benefits of anti-angiogenic therapy for patients. 

OVERCOMING DRUG RESISTANCE
Susan Band Horwitz, Ph.D. 
Albert Einstein College of Medicine, 
New York, NY
Supported Since: 2001
Principal Cancer Type: Breast, Ovarian
Research Focus: New Drug 
    Development 
 

Dr. Horwitz is a world-renowned cancer researcher, whose work 
has been instrumental in the development of a successful class of 
anti-cancer drugs called Microtubule-Stabilizing Agents (MSAs) — 
a class that includes Taxol®, Ixempra® and others under development. 
However, oncologists find it difficult to know if a specific tumor 
will respond to one of these drugs. Because all cancer drugs have 
some toxic side effects, physicians only want to expose patients to 
a drug if it will have positive value. Dr. Horwitz and her team are 
working to understand the mechanisms of action of drugs affecting 
the tubulin/microtubule system, and to find biomarkers that will 
help doctors know which patients will benefit from which drugs. By 
understanding the mechanisms of cell death, Dr. Horwitz should be 
better able to select new drugs and design combinations of drugs that 
will destroy cancer cells.

Alice Shaw, M.D., Ph.D. 
Massachusetts General Hospital, 
Boston, MA
Supported Since: 2014
Principal Cancer Types: Lung
Research Focus: Overcoming Drug 
    Resistance 

Joining NFCR this year with the support of the Hillsberg Lung 
Cancer Translational Research Grant, Dr. Shaw got right to work, 
publishing a breakthrough article in the journal Science about a new 
platform she and her team developed to rapidly identify effective 
drug combinations for lung cancer patients whose tumors have 
stopped responding to targeted therapy. In their research, cells taken 
directly from patients’ tumors were grown in the laboratory and 
treated with a host of different drug combinations to find the ones 
that work — both attacking the cancer, and cutting off the “escape 
pathways” that can cause resistance. The approach identified several 
effective drug combinations — including some that standard testing 
would not have predicted to work. With further refinements, this 
strategy might be used to select the optimal treatment for each 
individual patient, making precision medicine a reality for lung 
cancer patients — and for other types of cancer as well.
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Jin Jen, M.D., Ph.D. 
Mayo Clinic, Rochester, MN
Supported Since: 2014
Principal Cancer Types: Lung
Research Focus: Personalized Medicine 
 
 

Dr. Jen and her team are developing a platform for rapid selection 
of personalized treatment options for individual lung cancer 
patients. In an exciting project supported through the Hillsberg 
Lung Cancer Translational Research Grant, Dr. Jen is performing 
advanced genomic analysis on tumor biopsies collected from lung 
cancer patients whose cancer has recurred, to identify drugs that 
can target the specific genetic mutations driving the patient’s cancer. 
Meanwhile she has also established tumor models derived from 
the same patients’ biopsies. By integrating the genetic, clinical, and 
patient-specific tumor model data, Dr. Jen’s research will help doctors 
choose the best possible drug for each specific patient in the project, 
which will potentially demonstrate the validity of a direct approach 
to personalized medicine. 

INNOVATIVE THERAPIES
Wayne Marasco, M.D., Ph.D. 
NFCR Center for Therapeutic Antibody 
Engineering, Dana-Farber Cancer Institute, 
Harvard Medical School, 
Boston, MA
Supported Since: 1994
Principal Cancer Types: Kidney, Head 
    and Neck, Lung
�Research Focus: Monoclonal Antibody 
    Therapy

One promising approach to treating cancer is monoclonal antibody 
therapy — a type of immunotherapy in which specialized proteins 
called antibodies attach to specific structures on the surface of cancer 
cells, then alert the patient’s own immune cells to attack the cancer. 
Designing the antibodies for this type of therapy is a challenging feat 
of molecular engineering — one ably met by Dr. Marasco and his 
team at the NFCR Center for Therapeutic Antibody Engineering. Dr. 
Marasco has had great success developing antibodies that attach to 
carbonic anhydrase IX (CAIX), an important protein expressed in 
renal cell carcinoma — the most common type of kidney cancer — 
and recently reported in cancers of the mouth and lungs as well. For 
Dr. Marasco, the ultimate goal is always to translate his findings into 
new drugs for patients, and in 2015 he hopes to move his anti-CAIX 
antibodies into clinical trials.

Paul B. Fisher, M.Ph., Ph.D. 
Virginia Commonwealth University School 
of Medicine, Richmond, VA
Supported Since: 2008 
Principal Cancer Types: Prostate, Pancreas, 
Metastatic Bone Cancer
Research Focus: Cancer Terminator Viruses 

Dr. Fisher has developed a new therapeutic approach to cancer 
therapy, which he calls a Cancer Terminator Virus. The agent, which 
is a virus genetically reprogrammed to infect and destroy tumor cells 
while leaving normal cells alone, is used to treat both early stage 
and metastatic prostate cancer, and recently expanded to treatment 
of pancreatic cancer as well. Dr. Fisher has also developed the first 
sensitive and specific imaging agent for bone metastases — the 
number one cause of death for patients with prostate cancer. The new 
molecular imaging technique detects cells that express a gene called 
AEG-1, which was originally discovered by Dr. Fisher. It is expressed 
at high levels in all cancer types investigated so far, with limited 
expression in normal tissue. This represents a great improvement 
over current clinical imaging techniques, and could lead to earlier 
detection and treatment of metastases — not only originating from 
prostate cancer, but from several other cancer types as well.

Curt Civin, M.D. 
University of Maryland School of Medicine, 
Baltimore, MD
Supported Since: 1997
Principal Cancer Types: Leukemia
Research Focus: Advancing Artemisinins 
    for AML Treatment 

Leukemia is a great success story for cancer research — one in which 
Dr. Civin played an important role. His early work on bone marrow 
stem cell transplantation was partially responsible for the dramatic 
increase in 5-year survival for all types of leukemia over the past 20 
years. Unfortunately, acute myeloid leukemia (AML) remains the 
deadliest form of leukemia. Dr. Civin discovered that artemisinins, a 
class of drugs used to treat malaria, are also effective at killing AML 
cancer cells. In 2014, he identified ART-838, a specific artemisinin 
compound that shows remarkable preliminary effectiveness 
against leukemia cells, works well in combination with established 
anti-leukemia drugs, can be given orally and stays active in the 
bloodstream for a long time, and doesn’t appear to harm normal 
bone marrow cells. ART-838 may prove to be an effective new 
treatment for AML patients.
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CHINESE HERBAL MEDICINE: ADJUVANT TO 
CHEMO AND RADIATION THERAPY

Yung-Chi Cheng, Ph.D. 
Yale University School of Medicine, 
New Haven, CT
Supported Since: 1991
Principal Cancer Types: Pancreas, 
    Colorectal, Liver, Lung
Research Focus: Traditional Chinese Medicine

While the therapeutic effects of Traditional 
Chinese Medicine (TCM) have been documented anecdotally for 
centuries, they have been too often discounted by modern medicine 
as “alternative therapy” because there was little rigorous scientific 
proof of their effectiveness. Dr. Cheng’s laboratory is working 
to bring TCM into the mainstream of western medicine. Their 
formulation of an ancient Chinese herbal formula, PHY906, is 
currently being evaluated in two separate Phase 2 clinical trials — 
as an adjunct to the chemotherapy agent irrinotecan (Camptosar®) 
for colorectal cancer patients, and in combination with the drug 
Sorafenib in patients with liver cancer. PHY906 could become 
one of the first FDA-approved oral herbal medicines for cancer 
treatment. Dr. Cheng and his team are also evaluating other herbal 
formulas from TCM, with the hope of developing a new class of 
anti-cancer drugs.

DEVELOPING NANOTECHNOLOGY-BASED 
CANCER THERAPIES

Esther H. Chang, Ph.D. 
Georgetown University, 
Washington, D.C.
Supported Since: 1988 
Principal Cancer Type: Ovarian, Breast, 
    Brain, and Childhood Cancer
Research Focus: Nanomedicine 

Dr. Chang has developed a new platform for treating cancer that is 
currently being advanced in three separate Phase 2 clinical trials. 
The platform involves three parts: 1) a nanoscale capsule that can 
travel through even the tiniest blood vessels, 2) a molecular targeting 
system that guides the capsule not only to the primary tumor, but 
to even the smallest metastases, and 3) a “payload” that the capsule 
delivers to the interior of the cancer cells. That payload can be any 
kind of anti-cancer agent, from conventional chemotherapy to the 
latest gene therapies — whatever can be enclosed in the capsule. In 
these Phase 2 trials, the payload is p53, a critical gene that normal 
cells have in abundance — making it essentially non-toxic — but 
which is missing in cancer cells. In Phase 1 trials, restoring p53 
proved deadly to cancer cells.

CANCER PREVENTION
Michael B. Sporn, M.D. 
Dartmouth Medical School, 
Hanover, NH
Supported Since: 1999
Principal Cancer Types: Pancreas, 
    Breast, Lung
Research Focus: Chemoprevention 
    of Cancer

The best way to reduce the number of patients dying from cancer 
is to prevent the disease from developing in the first place. That is 
the goal of Dr. Sporn, who is establishing new approaches for the 
prevention and treatment of cancer. His research has led to the 
development of several synthetic triterpenoid compounds, a new 
class of chemical agents with potent preventative effects against 
several types of cancer, including breast, lung, and pancreatic cancer. 
For individuals who have a family history or are otherwise at high 
risk to develop these diseases, the promising results of Dr. Sporn’s 
research offer hope that their chances of developing this devastating 
cancer may be dramatically reduced by the use of chemoprevention.

Helmut Sies, M.D. 
Heinrich-Heine-Universität, 
Düsseldorf, Germany
Supported Since: 1983
Principal Cancer Types: Colorectal, 
    Skin, Prostate
Research Focus: Nutrition and Cancer 
    Prevention, Implication of 
Micronutrients

Dr. Sies previously discovered that the antioxidant lycopene, a 
micronutrient found in tomatoes and other foods, has strong skin 
cancer prevention effects. Today, his research is focused on selenium 
(Se), a trace metal found in certain nuts and essential for good 
health. There is epidemiological evidence that adequate intake of 
selenium is beneficial for human health and cancer prevention — 
especially colon cancer — and Dr. Sies is establishing the molecular 
basis for this effect. Key antioxidant enzymes called selenoproteins 
require selenium to repair oxidative damage. Dr. Sies discovered 
that not only are selenoproteins strongly decreased in colon cancer 
tumor cells, but they are strongly expressed by immune cells in the 
gut. Moreover, dietary selenium compounds were found to stimulate 
colon cells to produce selenoproteins, suggesting a potential 
mechanism for how selenium from ingested food supports immune 
health and cancer prevention.



INTERNATIONAL COLLABORATION 
DRIVES DISCOVERY 

In the four decades since NFCR’s founding, we have made amazing progress in the fight against cancer, achieving 
breakthroughs in prevention, early detection, and treatment. Throughout this history there are two things we have 
learned: 1) Cancer is an incredibly complex disease, and the road to developing cures is long. 2) The journey is much 
faster and much easier if you aren’t walking the road alone.

Photo: Franklin C. Salisbury, Jr., CEO, and the National Foundation for Cancer Research 
leadership team with cancer research leaders from United States and China.
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When you are working to find a cure for cancer, simply 
being a brilliant research scientist is not enough. No 
one working in isolation can hope to unravel the 

complexities of cancer, much less translate their discoveries into 
benefits that patients desperately need.

To truly have an impact in the fight against cancer, we need to bring 
people together. Instead of building barriers to divide researchers, 
we are focused on building bridges — fostering relationships 
between scientists around the world and promoting collaborative 
efforts to fight cancer. 

This approach has already produced results with direct impact on the 
lives of patients with gastric cancer, the fourth most common cancer 
and the second leading cause of cancer death in the world. In 2013, 
NFCR launched the new Center for Cancer Systems Informatics at 
MD Anderson Cancer Center, and last year we reported on their 
inaugural project: The Geographic Mapping of Gastric Cancer 
Genomes. In 2014, the project proved a stunning success, providing 
new genetic insights that could change the way oncologists treat this 
terrible disease. The results were published in the January 12, 2015 
issue of the Proceedings of the National Academy of Science.

This was a truly collaborative research effort, with important 
contributions from NFCR Fellow Dr. Webster Cavenee, Director of 
the NFCR Center for Cancer Systems Informatics; Dr. Wei Zhang, 
and President of the Chinese Anti-Cancer Association and Director 
of the Tianjin Medical University Cancer Institute; Dr. Xishan Hao; 
and a team of scientists representing a dozen institutions globally.  

Investigators used advanced genome-sequencing technology to 
analyze hundreds of gastric cancer tissue samples. They discovered 
that defects in three cellular signaling pathways (BRCA2, Wnt and 
PI3-K-ERBB4) might influence the response of gastric cancers 
to therapy. 

This is very good news for gastric cancer patients, because a number 
of newly developed drugs are currently available which target these 
pathways. These drugs have already been tested in other cancer 
types, such as breast and ovarian cancers, suggesting that patients 
with gastric cancer may now be designated for the particular therapy 
indicated by their genetics. This approach, called “personalized 
medicine,” could prove to be a major improvement over the current 
standard treatment for gastric cancer patients, which is essentially 
“one-size-fits-all.” 

The rise of personalized medicine confirms what NFCR has always 
believed — that the fastest way to end this disease is to research all 
types of cancer. In the same way that divisions between researchers at 
different institutions can slow the pace of discovery, when we enforce 
hard divisions between researchers working on different cancer 
“types”, we run the risk of missing important areas of overlap.

The success of the gastric cancer genomics project is the culmination 
of nearly a decade of NFCR support, as it was funded as part of 
our Tissue Bank Consortium in Asia (TBCA) — a collaborative 
platform that we established in 2004 to promote and facilitate 
biospecimen-based international cancer research. TBCA was made 
possible by grants from several global pharmaceutical companies, 
specifically in support of international collaboration. It is governed 
by an International Executive Steering Committee, chaired by NFCR 

Fellow Dr. Webster Cavenee and composed of leading scientists 
from top research institutions, cancer hospitals, and industry in the 
United States and China. It operates in total compliance with the 
highest international standards for biospecimen collection, storage, 
and annotation. With TBCA, NFCR has established a new model for 
public-private partnership and academia-industry collaboration in 
cancer research across geographic boundaries.

NFCR is poised to continue this tradition of high-impact 
international collaboration in 2015 as well. In addition to our 
ongoing efforts against gastric cancer, NFCR has joined with the 
National Biomarker Development Alliance, the Cure Brain Cancer 
Foundation, and the National Brain Tumor Society to found The 
Global Brain Cancer Alliance. Together we have assembled a world-
class team to defeat glioblastoma (GBM), the deadliest form of brain 
cancer. For GBM patients, the need for new treatment options is 
tremendous. Because no effective long-term therapies are available, 
90% of GBM patients survive less than 5 years after diagnosis, and 
over half of patients survive less than 15 months.

The scale of this global effort to defeat GBM is unprecedented, with 
over 150 participants from more than 40 leading cancer institutions, 
including Arizona State University, MD Anderson Cancer Center, 
Memorial Sloan Kettering, Dana Farber, and the Ludwig Institute. 
Under the leadership of the Executive Committee, chaired by Dr. 
Anna Barker and including NFCR President Dr. Sujuan Ba, long-
time NFCR researcher Dr. Webster Cavenee, and NFCR Fellow Dr. 
W.K. Alfred Yung, a revolutionary new framework for GBM clinical 
trials is emerging. The goal is to allow GBM patients to quickly share 
in the benefits of more effective therapies, providing new hope where 
little currently exists. 

Cancer knows no boundaries. It strikes people of all ages, from 
infants to the elderly, making no distinctions for gender, ethnicity, 
nationality, or religion. Cancer is a global problem, and it 
requires a global solution. That is why NFCR is committed to a 
program of international collaboration, in support of our mission: 
Research for a Cure.

Wei Zhang, Ph.D., NFCR Center for Cancer Systems Informatics, 
MD Anderson cancer Center with his team of scientists.
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In recognition for his pioneering work in the area of cancer immunotherapy, Dr. James Allison was awarded the 2014 
Szent-Györgyi Prize for Progress in Cancer Research. Dr. Allison’s research led to the successful development of “immune 
checkpoint therapy,” and the first FDA-approved drug for the treatment of metastatic melanoma. The Prize was presented 
at a ceremony in Washington, D.C., on April 30, 2014, at The National Press Club. U.S. Senator Jerry Moran (R–KS) 
delivered the keynote address, in which he praised Dr. Allison’s accomplishments and stressed the need for increased 
funding of scientific research in general and cancer research in particular.

Photo: Alex Matter, M.D. & Sujuan Ba, Ph.D. present award to James P. Allison, Ph.D.
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While mainstream cancer research and treatment focused for decades 
on radiation therapy and chemotherapy, Dr. Allison’s trailblazing 
work in immunotherapy — working with the body’s own immune 
system to fight off cancer — never ceased. Thanks to his extraordinary 
leadership, we have entered a new era in the treatment of cancer. 

“Dr. Allison’s work has already saved numerous lives and shines 
a bright light on a future direction of oncology,” said Dr. Alex 
Matter, CEO of Experimental Therapeutics Centre & D3, A*STAR, 
Singapore, winner of the 2013 Szent-Györgyi Prize and Chair 
of this year’s Prize Selection Committee. “He has validated the 
immunotherapy approach and turned previously widely-held 
beliefs on their heads with his discoveries. His work is extremely 
significant and constitutes a turning point in the history of progress 
in cancer treatments.”

Dr. Allison, along with Dr. Jeff Bluestone, was the first to show 
that T-cells, the enforcers of the immune system, contain a protein 
receptor called CTLA-4, which acts as a checkpoint to shut down 
the immune response. Dr. Allison developed an antibody to block 
CTLA-4, which he hoped would unleash the immune system to 
attack cancer. After conducting extensive preclinical work, Dr. 
Allison showed that blockade of CTLA-4 did indeed lead to rejection 
of many types of tumors. This research led to the development 
of a drug called ipilimumab, the first drug to significantly extend 
survival for patients with late-stage melanoma. The FDA approved 
ipilimumab for treatment of metastatic melanoma in 2011, and it is 
now in clinical trials to treat a variety of other cancers.

“I am honored to receive this distinguished award from the National 
Foundation for Cancer Research for my work in immunology,” said Dr. 
Allison. “It has been an encouraging journey thus far, and I am humbled 
to share this prize with the previous winners. The most important 
reward, however, has been the number of lives being saved using anti-
CTLA-4 treatment and the prospect of more to come as checkpoint 
blockade develops as a major therapeutic approach to cancer.”

“Dr. Allison has revolutionized the way science approaches cancer 
treatments. He is on the front line in the war against cancer and 
could not be more deserving of this award,” said Sujuan Ba, Ph.D., 

Co-chair of the 2014 Szent-Györgyi Prize Selection Committee and 
Chief Operating Officer of NFCR.

The Szent-Györgyi Prize honors a scientist for a seminal discovery 
that has resulted in a breakthrough in cancer research. The prize is 
awarded annually to a scientist, nominated by colleagues or peers, 
who has contributed outstanding, significant research to the fight 
against cancer, and whose accomplishments have helped improve 
treatment options for cancer patients. The prize is named in honor 
of NFCR co-founder Albert Szent-Györgyi, M.D., Ph.D., who won 
the Nobel Prize for Science and Medicine in 1937 for his discovery 
of Vitamin C. 

2014 SZENT-GYÖRGYI PRIZE
A Giant of Immunotherapy Receives NFCR’s Most Prestigious Award

Keynote Speaker Senator Jerry Moran (R–KS)

2014 Szent-Györgyi Prize recipient James P. Allison, Ph.D.

ABOUT JAMES ALLISON, PH.D. 
Dr. James Allison is currently the Chairman of the Immunology 
Department and executive director of the immunotherapy 
platform for the Moon Shots Program at UT MD Anderson 
Cancer Center in Houston. From 2004 to 2012, he served as 
Chairman of the Immunology Program and other distinguished 
positions at Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center in New 
York. Prior to 2004, Dr. Allison was on the faculty of the University 
of California, Berkeley; Stanford University; and the University 
of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center. He earned his Ph.D. in 
biological sciences from the University of Texas at Austin. 

Dr. Allison is a member of the National Academy of Sciences, 
the Institute of Medicine of the National Academies, and 
a Howard Hughes Medical Institute alumnus. He has 
won numerous honors for biomedical research including 
the inaugural AACR-CRI Lloyd J. Old Award in Cancer 
Immunology, The Economist’s 2013 Innovations Award for 
Bioscience, and a 2014 Breakthrough Prize in Life Sciences. He 
co-leads a Stand Up to Cancer Dream Team research project in 
immunotherapy.



16 | NFCR Research For a Cure

2014 FUNDRAISING  EVENTS

Donor-initiated and corporate-sponsored special events are great ways to show support for cancer research and turn a 
passion to cure this disease into action. These events and programs help raise funds and awareness while also serving as 
a catalyst for many supporters of cancer research and prevention education to collaborate, expand their knowledge, and 
increase their commitment to helping NFCR find cures for all types of cancer. 

 Gabrielle Lucchese participates in the balloon release at the 7th Annual Party4Life on August 2, 2014.
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The Lucy Fund Golf and Tennis Classic
The Annual Golf and Tennis Classic was held at Bethesda Country 
Club in Bethesda, Maryland on Monday, September 22, 2014. This 
was the 11th year for the Golf Classic and the inaugural year for the 
Tennis Classic. The event brought golfers and tennis players from 
across the country together for a terrific day on the course and courts 
to support a great cause. 

The event raised over $60,000 to support NFCR’s life-saving cancer 
research programs. This year’s event was sponsored by The Calmark 
Group with other significant sponsorships from Sports Chevrolet, 
Hendall Inc., PhRMA, Atlas Wood Floors, Inc., Enterprise Holdings, 
The US Oncology Network, iCore Networks, Inc., Copilevitz & 
Canter, LLC, QGA Public Affairs, Sage Title Group, WJE, and 
Long and Foster, Inc.  

“We are so grateful to our sponsors, and for the volunteers who 
donated their time and energy to organize this event,” said Tracy 
Tkac, Event Chair of the Golf and Tennis Classic. “We couldn’t have 
done it without them, and as a result of their contributions we were 
able to raise thousands of dollars to support NFCR’s innovative 
cancer research.”

The Lucy Fund is dedicated to raising funds to support metastatic 
cancer research. In 2014, The Lucy Fund committee, along with 
the help of generous sponsors and many hard-working volunteers, 
hosted several events to raise awareness and funds to support 
metastatic cancer research. 

The Lucy Fund held the 7th Annual Party4Life event in 
Brodheadsville, Pennsylvania. They also hosted the 2nd annual 
Party4Life event at Susquehanna University and an inaugural 
event at Misericordia University. The 2nd Annual Lucy Fund 
5k took place in Cape Elizabeth, Maine. The inaugural Battle on 
Broad dance crew competition took place in December at Temple 
University. All events offered memorable ways to honor cancer 
survivors, give encouragement to those currently battling cancer, 
and remember those who have been lost. 

The Lucy fund has raised over $260,000 since its inception to 
support Dr. Danny Welch at the NFCR Center for Metastasis 
Research. Dr. Welch and his team have discovered six genes that 
suppress the spread of cancer. Right now, they are working on 
understanding the mechanism that governs how these genes work 
and more importantly, considering ways that these discoveries 
can be rapidly translated into new targeted therapies for patients 
whose cancer has spread. 

Tennis player Elizabeth Fratt and Golfer Bill Steele.

Daffodils and Diamonds
The 33rd Annual Daffodils and Diamonds Luncheon and Fashion Show took place on March 
13, 2014, at Columbia Country Club in Chevy Chase, Maryland. The event has become a 
spring ritual, drawing hundreds of dedicated Washingtonian women each year. To date, it has 
raised over $800,000 to support NFCR breast and ovarian cancer research programs. “This 
longstanding annual event is unique because it is held by women for women,” said Lynn 
Novelli, Event Chair of the luncheon. “NFCR is making great strides in the field of cancer 
research, and this event gives us the opportunity to pour more resources into the cancers 
that specifically affect women.” 

This year’s event was emceed by Alison Starling, WJLA TV ABC 7 News Anchor, with fashion show presented by Polly Sturm featuring fashions 
from ETCETERA Designer Separates Spring–Summer 2014 Collection. “The commitment of the volunteers and the generosity of our community 
made this event very successful, and we are proud to have been a part of it,” said Polly Sturm, Committee Member. 

The program also included a champagne reception and the presentation of several live and silent auction items, including a one-week stay in 
Copper Mountain, Colorado, a Judith Ripka White Sapphire Pendant and a beautiful Tory Burch bag.

Attendees enjoying the event.

Tracy McAllister and Theresa Nussbaum share a smile at the 7th Annual 
Party4Life.



PLAY4THECURE
Powering Cancer Research Through Teamwork

2014 saw the continued growth of NFCR’s Play4TheCure sports fundraising program. Over 600 teams in 35 
states answered the question, “Who Do You Play4?” Play4TheCure continues to inspire young athletes and 
their teams to use their passion for sports to “Play4” loved ones affected by cancer. NFCR encourages them 
to actively participate to fund cancer research and make a difference. The program has received support from 
a broad range of athletes, including youth recreation leagues, club teams, and high school and college teams 
across the country.

Photo: Grosse Pointe South. They hosted a Play4TheCure game on September 16, 2014 in Grosse Pointe, MI.
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O ne major achievement in 2014 
was that NFCR was named the 
official charity of the National Field 

Hockey Coaches Association (NFHCA). This 
partnership solidified Play4TheCure as part of 
the fabric of the field hockey community. “The 
NFHCA is excited to partner with Play4TheCure 
to provide our members with the resources they 
need to motivate their communities to fundraise 
for cancer research. Teams have an opportunity 
to be a part of the impressive Play4TheCure 
brand, which  goes beyond sports and shows 
our coaches and their players the power of 
giving back,” said Andy Whitcomb, President 
of NFHCA.

NFCR also named Tina Reichprecht as an official advisor 
to the Play4TheCure program. Among her many notable 
achievements, Tina is the founder of Play4TheCure and 
the Mystix Field Hockey Club, and Board member of 
USA Field Hockey. NFCR is grateful for her passionate 
efforts to grow Play4TheCure. NFCR is also grateful 
to all the corporate supporters of Play4TheCure, 
especially Longstreth Sporting Goods for their 
continued generosity. 

Play4TheCure continued to expand beyond field hockey 
with the addition of more games in soccer, lacrosse, 
and softball. We are proud of long-time member of the 
NFCR Board of Directors, Mark R. Baran, who organized 
his own personal Play4TheCure event. He joined other 
endurance swimmers in a two-mile open water race at 
Sunset Lake in Wildwood Crest, N.J., raising over $9,000.

NFCR is excited about 2015, as more and 
more teams join the fight against cancer. 
We are honored to have such a loyal and 
committed group of coaches, players, and 
families who support NFCR through their 
dedication. “Having these girls a part of NFCR’s 
Play4TheCure means so much to all of us,” said 
Mo Minicus, head field hockey coach at Darien 
(CT) High School. “It’s inspiring to hear the 
athletes tell us who they Play4, such as “my 
mom’s a cancer survivor and I Play4TheCure”. 
Every fundraiser makes a difference to help 
in the fight against cancer and NFCR looks 
forward to seeing even more participants as 
the program grows. 
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Includes all donors, foundations, corporations and institutions giving $500 or more between January 1, 2014 and December 31, 2014.

EXTRAORDINARY SUPPORT
2014 was distinguished by the extraordinary breadth and depth of support for NFCR. An unprecedented number of donors, corporations, 
foundations and institutions made gifts totaling $15,350,000. We are deeply grateful to all of our donors for their generosity and confidence 
in our vision of Research for a Cure. Every gift, large and small, is an investment in new and better ways to prevent, diagnose and treat cancer.  
NFCR is about cancer research, for research will cure cancer. 
On these pages, we are pleased to recognize those donors, corporations, foundations and institutions who made significant gifts to the National 
Foundation for Cancer Research in 2014.
198 Anonymous
Patrici Abbott
Mr. James J. Abel
Mrs. Elizabeth C. Abell
Mr. David W. Abercrombie
Mrs. Mary R. Able
Mr. & Mrs. Eugene V. Abraham
Ms. Maria Abusleme
Acton Boxborough High School
Mr. Clyde M. Adkins
Aetna Foundation, Inc.
Mr. Farhan Ahmad
University of Albany
Albemarle High School
Albert Einstein College of Medicine
Mr. Sergio Aldana
Amira Aldashti
Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Alderton
Mr. Mir Ali
Allegheny College
Fred & Lynda Allen
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Allen
Mr. Gerald J. Allen, Sr.
Rafael Alvarez
Ms. Gwen M. Amazaki
Michael & Laurie Ambrose
American Foundation
American Express Foundation
Mr. John Amos
Mr. Robert Ander
Mr. Benjamin Anderson
Mary R. Anderson-Rowland, Ph.D.
Mr. Ray A. Angeli
Mr. Georges Argoud
Mr. Eugene Ash
AT&T
Shirley Atkinson
Atlas Wood Floors, Inc.
aTyr Pharma, Inc.
Mr. Curt Augustine
Mary & H. Mattson Austin
Avon Grove High School
Avon High School 
Mr. Louis Avrami
Sujuan Ba, Ph.D.
Mr. Luis Bacardi
Dave & Rita Baden
Ms. Priscilla R. Baker
Mrs. Shirley C. Balch
Bancroft School 
Bank of America Foundation
Mark & Xiaolei Baran, M.D.
John Y. Barbee
Mr. Harold S. Barker, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Robert M. Barlow
Ms. Judy Barnhard
Gino & Christine Barra
Mr. Michael Bartman
Dr. & Mrs. Robert C. Bast, Jr.
Mr. Earle S. Bates
Battelle Memorial Institute
Alvin H. Baum Family Fund
P. Baynham

Bayport-Blue Point High School 
Mrs. Rosalind Bays
BD (Becton Dickinson & Co)
Mr. Thomas Beachler
Mr. & Mrs. Mike Becker
Mr. James D. Beckett
Ms. Mary Ruth Bedford
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Belcher
David Bell
Mr. Rodney Bell
Mrs. Joan S. Bellinger
Belmont Aesthetic & Reconstructive 

Plastic Surgery
The Beltman-Miller Foundation
Ms. Elissa L. Benchimol
The Frances & Benjamin Benenson 

Foundation
Mr. Thomas C. Benet
Benevity Community Impact Fund
Denise Bennett
Mr. Robert J. Bennett
Bentley University
Anice W. Benton
Ms. Kerrie Benvenuti
James & Joan Berkowitz
Mr. Donald S. Berlin
Michael & Wilma Bernal
Ms. Margaret S. Bernheim
Mr. Saturnino Betancourt
Bethlehem Central School
BGI - NFCR Gastric Cancer Project
Anthony & Alice-Anne Birch
Bishop Fenwick High School
Mr. William V. Black
Ms. Claire Bleiweis
Mr. Raymond Blessman
Thomas G. Blizil & Denise M. Blizil 

Family Foundation
Mr. Jules R. Block
Mrs. Stacy Blumenthal
BMI-Rupp Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Bobetsky
Mr. Robert Bobonick
Mr. Allan G. Bogue
Mr. John M. Boguslawski
Mr. Louis J. Bonacci
Bond Beebe
Bonegal Field Hockey Booster Club
Ms. Linda L. Bonelli
Boonton High School
Mr. Robert E. Bordner
Bovine Drive, Inc.
Mr. Edward Bowen
Mr. Stephen S. Bowen
Mr. Robert G. Bragg
Mr. Jacques Bramhall
Lloyd B. Branum
Mrs. Louise A. Breber
Daniel & Courtney Brennan
Mary Brian
Bridgewater College
Brighton High School 
Bristol-Myers Squibb Company

Bristol-Myers Squibb Foundation, Inc.
Mr. Bobbie O. Britton
Bronxville
Mr. Eric M. Brown
Trust of Frances M. Brown
Jean B. Brown
Mr. & Mrs. Kingman Brown
Linda & Mark Brown
Morris L. Brown
Roland C. Brown
Brown University Field Hockey
Ms. Louisa Brownell
Pierce Brownell
BT Americas, Inc. (British Telecom)
Bucknell University
Mr. Charles Budd
Mr. John Buddig
Mr. Brian Budovsky
Mr. Justin Bugajski
Ms. Lisa Bulgher
Mr. & Mrs. James Bert Bunnell
Ms. Janice Burge
Mr. Jack W. Burkart
Ms. Shannon Burke
Burlington Township Field Hockey
Delores J. Burrus
Mr. Gary Busby
Ms. Velma Butler
Ms. Barbara J. Byrd
Mr. & Mrs. Larry R. Byrd
The Jack and Dorothy Byrne Foundation
Cail Family Foundation
The Calmark Group, LLC
Camden Hills Regional High School
Elizabeth Cameron
Canton High School
Alfredo and Ada Capitanini Foundation
Beverly Carasali
Mr. Chris M. Caratan
Robert Carboni
Mr. Blake M. Carlson
Ms. Geraldine Carmack
Mr. Emory Carney
Jane F. Carson
Ms. Roseanne Carter
Mrs. Louise B. Carvey
Cary Academy
Mr. Royce B. Casey
Mr. & Mrs. Mike Cash
Mrs. Ronalda A. Casson
Mr. & Mrs. Avery W. Catlin
Jane & Zack Catterton
Cecil White Operating
Central Michigan University
Centre College
Centreville High School
Century High School
Mrs. Donna Challancin 
Joseph & Helena Chan
Betty Jean Chance
Mr. William R. Chandler
Mrs. Adrienne Heyward Chandler
Mr. Harvey R. Chaplin

Mr. & Mrs. Ben F. Cheek, III
Ho Chen Family Foundation
Yung-Chi & Elaine Cheng
Cherokee High School
Cheshire Academy
Ms. Grace C. Chien
Charlotte T. Child
Chinese Biopharmaceutical-Association
William & Theresa Chipman
Kenneth Choi
David Chou & Mei Sung
Chung Chow
Mr. Clinton Chow
Christ Temple Baptist Church
Bob & Gloria Christopher
Chua Family Charitable Foundation
Mr. Cono Cimino
Mr. Claudio Cipeda
Larry Clark
Mr. Michael Clark
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Clenaghen
Mr. Patricia Clenaghen
Shirley M. Clermont
Sarah K. Cleveland
Coal Creek Canyon Catholic Community
Mr. Michael T. Cobler
Ms. Janine Coe
Cold Spring Harbor High School
Mr. Thomas M. Colella
Mr. David P. Coley
Drs. Tom & Emily Collins
Colonial Forge High School
Judith Colton
Estate of Sonya Combs
Community Foundation of Tampa Bay
Mr. Froilan Concepcion
Confraternity of Our Lady of Grace
Christopher & Karin Conklin
Connetquot High School
Conrad Weiser High School
Ms. Carol L. Cook
Ms. Carolyn K. Cook
Ms. Judith Cook
Wayne A. Cook
Ms. Bonnie W. Coon
Ms. Lillian J. Cooper
Copilevitz & Canter, Inc.
Col. O. W. Corman
Council Rock High School North
Donald & Anita Cowan
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Cowell
Mrs. Victoria W. Crawford
Mrs. Gertrude S. Crittenden
Mr. Gerald P. Crohn
Mr. John E. Culkin
Cumi Curtis
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel D. Cutler
Ms. Kathleen A. Cyr
Ms. Cathie Dahar
Mr. David Dahl
Ms. Joyce E. Dakis
Ms. Susan Dalsgaard
Mr. John Damen



NFCR Research For a Cure | 21

Includes all donors, foundations, corporations and institutions giving $500 or more between January 1, 2014 and December 31, 2014.

The Damen Group
Mr. Nader Daneshgar
Daniel Hand Field Hockey
Mr. Michael R. Daniels
Darien High School
Mr. John Darras & Ms. Mary E. Mellinger
Mr. Leonard M. Dasin
Daughters of the Elks, SC State Assn.
Mrs. Cynthia L. Davis
Mr. John R. Davis
Ms. Lana R. Davis
Mrs. Mary F. Davis
Estate of Theresa K. Davis
Ms. Mary Ann De Falco
Monique E. De Gutierrez
Anthony R. Decclessis
Mr. Douglas S. Dedrick
Mr. & Mrs. Jacob Deeds
Mr. Lawrence F. Del Pizzo
Jorge I. & Kara Mae Del Valle
Jane & Wilfred Delbridge
Mrs. Else-Britt Delong
Delsea Regional High School
Ms. Susan Denenholz
Ms. Teresa Dennis
Trust of Grace W. Densmore
Nancy M. Denton
Mr. Eric Dessecker
Mr. & Mrs. Timothy Devanney
Mr. Jesse DeWitt
Mr. Charles Dexter
Trust of Gertrude F. Dickson
Mr. Collett B. Dilworth
Mr. Clarence E. Dishman
Ms. Sara Dobbertien
Donegal High School
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis M. Donohue
Daniel Dorfman
Mr. Wolfgang C. Dorner
Ms. Nancy N. Dougherty
Mr. Christopher Douglas
Mr. & Mrs. Griffith Doyle
Mr. Mario Dozzo
Mrs. Fay Dresner
Karl Du Puy
Estate of Barbara Jean Ducommun
Trust of Mildred R. Dumbauld
Mr. Excell C. Duncan
Mr. Frederick B. Dupre
Mr. Justin Eagan
East Greenwigh High School
East High School
East Sandwich
East Surry High School
Mr. & Mrs. Ken Eastwood
eBay Foundation
Mr. Ted Eiben
David & Rachel Eidelman
Ms. Ardemis Ejdaharian
Eli Lilly & Company
Dorothy F. Elicker
Mr. & Mrs. John E. Elicker, Jr.
John Endicott
Enfield High School
Enterprise Holdings Foundation
Etcetera Designer Clothing
Ethel Walker School
Evelyn, Job & April Foundation
Exelon
Fairfield University
Nancy Fanelli
Farmington Public Schools
Angela Fasnacht
Mr. Donald L. Faust
Mr. Santiago C. Soler Favale

Fayetteville-Manlius High School
Ms. Patricia S. Feeney
Mr. Werner L. Feibes
Mr. Jacob S. Feldman
Mr. Daniel R. Fellman
Ms. Elaine Calevas Ferat
Julio C. Fernandez
Mr. Andrew Fernandez
Ronald & Kerry Ferreirae
Ms. Tracy K. Ferridge
Benjamin Fetter
The Feuerring Foundation
Mrs. Anita Fialkow
Field Hockey Booster Club
Ms. Grace P. Fisher
Ms. Regina Fisher
Mr. James Fitzgerald
Ms. Joan Fitzsimmons
Ms. Melanie J. Fleming
Floo-id YOGA
Mr. James J. Flynn, Jr.
Estate of Helen Folino Miles
Mr. Dave Foltz
Mr. & Mrs. Tim Forkin
Mr. Peter Formato
Mr. Robert W. Fortier
Ms. Carol Foscarini
Dr. John Fosnocht
Mr. & Mrs. Michael R. Foster
Mr. P. Wesley Foster, Jr.
Dr. Richard Fraioli
Mr. & Mrs. Gary Fraley
Mr. Patrick Frame
Ms. Maria Franco
Frank Family Foundation
Mrs. Linda S. Frankel
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph F. Franlin
Freeport High School
Irwin Freundlich, M.D.
Barbara Fryer
Anh N. Fu
Mr. James L. Fuchs
Mr. Alejandro Fumarola
Eugene Fundum
Margaret Funkhouser
Sarah & Andrew Funt
Gerald Furner
Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Ganek
Garden City High School
Trevor & Susan G. Gardner, Jr.
Mr. Robert W. Garthwait, Sr.
Olivia Aguilar Gattis
Lynn J. Gauger
GE Foundation (Matching Gift Program)
Ms. Ginny Geimer
Estate of Anthony Geiss
Mr. Pedro R. Gelabert
Genentech, Inc.
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Gerwin
Gettysburg College
Mark P. Getzoni, Esq
Patricia A. Geuder
Mr. & Mrs. Donald R. Giannini
Mr. Lloyd F. Giegel
Ms. Elizabeth Needham Giuliani
Give With Liberty
Mr. Eli Glassman
James Glenn
Joan E. Glienke
The Goff Foundation
Mrs. Gertrude M. Goff
Mr. David Goldsmith
Mr. Rafael Gomez
Good Cause Greetings, Inc.
Michael & Debbie Gordon

Mr. Robert B. Gordon
Mr. Leonard Goscila
Ms. Elizabeth K. Gotlieb
Julie Gouveia
Ms. Nathalie Gravel
James & Beth Graves
Terry Grear
Great Neck North High School
Greater Impact Foundation
Mr. William Green
Greenland Central School
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Greer
Mr. James Greer
Ms. Valerie Greer
Mrs. Milton S. Greeson, Sr.
Trust of Wilbur C. Grosse
Mr. & Mrs. Jay M. Grossman
Mr. Philip M. Gruber
Mr. Winston Guest
Guilford High School
Mr. John Gula
Russ & Andrea Gullotti Charitable Fund 

within the Community Foundation 
of the Lowcountry

Mr. & Mrs. Sanjay Gupte
Ms. Barbara Gural
Ms. Aneta F. Gutrich
Mr. George Haas
Mr. Steven W. Haas
Mr. Paul Habegger
Mrs. Alice A. Hague
Mr. William R. Haines
Mrs. Trudy H. Haller
Alice Halm
Mr. Bobby Hamil
Mr. Gerald E. Hamilton
Hamilton West 
C. E. Hamm
Hampstead Middle School
Katherine E. Hannon
Mr. Andrew Harautuneian
Mr. Eric D. Haribson
Mr. Joseph Hardick
Sulabha V. Hardikar, M.D.
Mrs. Constance K. Harig
Mr. Keith Harpster
Harriton High School
Mr. Bob Hart
Mr. Jack Haskins
Ms. Jane Hater
PC & Dolores M. Havens Family Foundation
Mr. James Hawkins
Edwin F. & Noriyo Hawxhurst
Mr. Mark Hayley
Dr. Arthur F. Hebard
Meghan Heim
Heinrich Heine University, Duesseldorf, 

Germany
Janet E. Helms, Ph.D.
Henrico High School
John A. Henry, III
Ms. Sarah L. Henry
Ms. E. Louise Hepschmidt
Mr. Donald Herbert
Mr. Joseph F. Herbert
Herkimer High School 
Mr. Harold U. Hernandez
Richard & Jeanne Hersh
Marylu Hertz
James N. & Joyce M. Hickman Foundation
Elaine Hideshima
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Hill
Mrs. Sara S. Hill
Mr. Michael Himes
Mr. Paul G. Himmelright

Hippodrome Dry Cleaning, Inc.
Mr. Ted L. Hlavka
Hockimer Field Hockey Boosters
Mr. John W. Hoffee
Mr. John Hogan
Ronald & Kathy Holert
Holicong Middle School
Jaime Hollatz
Trust of John T. Holowiak
Dr. Waun Ki Hong
Ms. Gae Honzell
Mr. J. David Hood
Mr. & Mrs. Charles H. Hopkins, Jr.
Mr. Michael Hopkins
Hornsby Hawks
Ms. Peggy A. Horrell
University of Houston Victoria
Mr. Gordon S. Howard
Howell High School
Mr. Gordon W. Hoyt
Mr. Ken-Hao Hsu
Trust of Leonard & Eustelle Hudson
Mr. John C. Hughes
Mr. James M. Humber
Dr. Amy S. Hunter
Huntington Beach High School
Huntington Union
Huntingtown High School
Mr. Brian Hurst
Mrs. Marie D. Hutchinson
Virginia Hutchinson
John L. Iacobelli, Ph.D.
IBM Employee Services Center
C. S. Ickes
Icore Networks
Illinois College
Ms. Margarita Inseri
Ms. Milady Irizarry
Ms. Judith L. Issokson
Ithaca College 
Elsie Iwatani
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Jaffe
Mr. Thomas Jahncke
Jellystone Park at Kozy Rest
Ms. Margaret Jenny
Dorothy L. Jensen
Mr. & Mrs. Wallace Q. Jensen
Margaret Jerrido
Joel Barlow High School
Ms. Susan Johns
Johnson & Johnson
Mrs. Charlotte A. Johnson
Mrs. Elvi S. Johnson
Mrs. Maizie M. Johnson
Ms. Mary Johnson
Melissa & John Johnson
Mrs. Margaret Joyce Johnstone
Mrs. Dorothy Jones
Mrs. Patricia P. Jones
Mr. Robert C. Jones
Steven & Nancy Jones
Thad M. & Anne Jones
Mrs. Veronica T. Jones
Ms. Georgette Joyce
Prof. Judy M. Judd
Christina M. Junior
The Jurenko Foundation
JustGive
Mr. Duane Kakazu
David & Naomi Kalmus
Mr. Laverne Kane
Alden B. Kaplan
Carole Kaplan
Mr. Jared Kaplan
Ms. Jillian Kasimow
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Janet L. & Rovert J. Kass
Mrs. Margaret Kazma
Betsy Keenan
Carolyn P. Keller
Howard & Marilyn Keller
Mr. William E. Keller
Mr. Jeffrey B. Kempic
Charles & Frances Kempler Foundation
Mr. Greg T. Kendall
Ms. Debra Kennedy
Jan & Judy Kennedy
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin M. Kennedy
Mr. Jeffrey Kenneson
Mr. & Mrs. Deryck Kent
Mrs. Edythe Kenton
Kentucky Country Day School
Kenwood Golf And Country Club
Mr. Robert R. Kern
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth L. Kerzner
Sherri Kimbell
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas King
Dr. & Mrs. David A. Kinsler
Mr. James Kinter
Mr. & Mrs. Henry B. Kistler
Mrs. Margaret H. Kitchings
Mr. Arnold Klein
Barbara A. Kline & Kenneth D. Kline, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Carl H. Kneessi
Knights of Columbus
Mr. Ronald Koblitz
Sandeep Kochhar
Ms. Eliane S. Koehl
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Koo
William Kooser
Mr. Richard Kopchynski
Mr. VitalI I. Kopylov
Ms. Catherine A. Korda
Mr. & Mrs. Ned Korman
Rev. Albert C. Koser
John & Alice Kozar
Estate of Helen S. Kreutz
Mr. Craig Kronfeld
Amy & Jeffrey Krueger
KU Endowment
Ms. Valsa Kuruvila
Mr. Matthew Kuznitz
Vivian Kwok
Lady Knights
Ms. Dolores Lago-Gonzalez
Mr. David E. Lambert
Ms. Elizabeth W. Lamond
Mr. Stanley J. Lander
Ms. Margaret Landherr
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Lane
Mr. Willie Lane
Ms. Kelly Langerak
Ilona & David Larson
Mr. Jerry A. Larson
Melissa Latierno
Richard Lauderdale
Mark Law & Barbara Horning
Dr. & Mrs. Patrick J. Lawler
Mr. & Mrs. Robert H. Lawrence
Mr. Richard E. Le Boeuf
Lebanon High School
Mr. & Mrs. Richard M. Leder
Mr. Howard A. Lederman
Ms. Shirley Ledet
Ms. Pamela A. Leech
Gregory Leffler
Patricia W. Lehnkering
Mr. Dorron A. Lemesh
Lenape Regional High School
Ms. Lula Mae Leonard
Leonardtown High School

Mr. & Mrs. E. C. Leslie
Mr. William T. Levi
Ms. Georgia A. Lewis
Ms. Vivian Lewis
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Lieb
Lindenhurst High School 
Ms. Betty A. Lindsey
Karl Liss
Ms. Lee Gransberg Litman
Litterman Family Foundation
Chris Lloyd & Arleen Sorkin
Ms. Betty Locke
Mr. Forrest P. Lockwood
Londonderry
Long & Foster Real Estate, Inc.
Longwood University
Loomis Chaffee High School 
Mr. & Mrs. Raymond Lopez
Mr. Jose Lopez-Parga
University of Louisville 
Mr. Scott H. Lounsberry
Ms. Clara Jane Lovell
Trust of Edward Low
Lower Moreland Township School
Francesco A. Lucarelli
Ludwig Institute for Cancer Research
Mr. James T. Lundberg
Dr. & Mrs. Milo Lundell
Mrs. Anne C. Lurton
Mr. Nathan Lustman
Lynchburg College
Mr. Stewart Macaulay
Mr. Roger I. MacFarlane
Mrs. Ellen G. Maclean
Estate of Jenny Magee
Dave & Ellen Maggio
Mr. Robert Maginnis
Trust of Susan Mahn
Dr. Tyler X. Mahy
Ms. Millicent F. Mailliard
Lindsay J. Malkiewich
Mr. John F. Manning, Jr.
Philip Manuli
Mr. Michael Marks
Willard L. Marmelzat Foundation
Jane N. Marquess
John J. & Joann C. Marron
Ethel Marsh
Elizabeth Garner Martin Fund of the Cape 

Cod Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Vernon Martin
Mr. Jose Martinez
Martinsville
University of Maryland 
Mr. John W. Mason
Sanford & Glenda Mason
Massapequa High School 
Ms. Christine Mastromatteo
Mr. Ray Mathiassen
Frances Mauer
Eileen Mayer
Ms. Myrna Mazur
Mr. Paul McCabe
Mr. Raymond McCurdy
Robert D. McGurk
MCI Huskies
The Howard & Kennon McKee Charitable 

Fund
McKesson Corporation
Mr. Walter I. McMaster
Ms. Sandra McNeil-Rogers
Estate of Joseph L. McNulty
Mr. & Mrs. J. Donald McNutt
MD Anderson Cancer Center
Claire S. & Myron Meadow

Dr. Heinrich Medicus
Mr. Patrick Meehan
Ms. Alice Megna
The Elena Melius Foundation
Merck Foundation
Merkle, Inc.
Mrs. Verna L. Merrell
Mr. Leon S. Merrill, Jr.
Methacton
MHS Sports Club, Inc.
Ms. Elsie Michael
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Michalewicz
Mr. Robert W. Michel
Microsoft
Middletown High School
Midway Girls Softball
Mrs. Jeanette Migdal
Mrs. Frances Milberg
Milch Family Foundation
Lisa A. Miller, Ph.D.
Ms. Margot Miller
Mrs. Mary Anne Miller
Ms. Elizabeth A. Mills
Mr. Howard J. Millstein
Christian Milton & Rana Nikpour
Milton Academy
Minisink Valley High School
Ms. Marilia Mirza
Misericordia University
Ms. Judy Mitchell
Mr. Michael R. Mitchell
Ms. Susan Moise
Monsignor Slade Catholic School
Montclair High School Field Hockey
Montclair State University
Monterey High School
Mr. Greg Montplaisir
Mrs. Sharon Mooney
Ms. Danielle Moore
Ms. Janice M. Moore
Ms. Martha Moore
Mrs. Lynn Mordoh
Araceli Moreyra
Anne M. & William A. Morgan
Elizabeth Morgan
Tammy Molgar
Morgan Stanley
Mr. Andrew S. Moroz
Mr. & Mrs. Andy Moses
Mount Saint Joseph Academy
Paul & Siu Moy
Ms. Lou Jean Moyer
Mt. Lebanon Field Hockey Association
Mt. Olive High School 
Terry & Jean Mudrock
Mr. Donald Muglia
Ms. Anne Thomas Muir
Ms. Judith M. Mullin
Maria Elena Munoz
Mr. & Mrs. Frank W. Munson
Mr. Yevgeniy Muravchik
Mr. Jim Murphy
Mr. Dennis Murray & Mr. Francis Devine
Mrs. Kathy H. Murray
Mrs. Nancy A. Murray
Ms. Shirley L. Musselman
Ms. Carol Myers
Mr. John B. Myers, Jr.
Mr. Joseph Myrtetus
Ms. Janet Myruski
Samuel T. & Mary Naito Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Murray Nanes
Mr. Rehan Naqui
Nashua High School North
Nassau County High School

National Engineering Products, Inc.
Mr. David Neathery
Mr. Nathan Necochea
Estate of Lillian R. Neff
Mr. Kenneth D. Neighoff
Neiman Marcus Group (NMG)
Mrs. Janice B. Nelsen
Kenneth & Sharon Nelson
Susanna Nemes
Ms. Joanne A. Nemeth
Robert L. Net
Newmac Field Hockey
Mr. Mark D. Newman
Newtown High School
Mr. Spencer W. Ng
Ms. Billie D. Nichols
Ms. Geri Niedzwiecki
Mrs. Elaine Nisenoff
The William & Diane Nitterhouse 

Foundation
Mr. Jerry Nixon
Mr. Raymond Noble
Rhona Y. Noel
Mr. & Mrs. James Nolan
Mr. James Nolting
Norfolk Academy
Norfolk High School
Ms. Kristina Norris
North Reading 
North Scott Community School District
North Shore
Northampton Area High School
Northen Soccer
Northport Varsity Field Hockey
Maureen Novotne
Now and Zen Yoga Studio
Mrs. Flora May W. Nyland
The Oberheide Family Foundation
Mr. Timothy O’Brian
Perry Oda
Ruth H. O’Dea
Mrs. Caroline Olbis
Mr. David B. Oldham
Oldham County High School
Oley Valley High School
Ms. Kay Olmstead
Lee & Connie Olmstead
Mr. Sid Olshan
Mrs. Maxine Oneil
Origene Technologies, Inc.
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Ossim
Mr. Michael Oxley
Oyster Bay High School
Mr. & Mrs. David Paciencia
Pacific Gas & Electric Company
Mr. Nicholas Page
Wayne Paglieri
Mr. Peter Papasifakis
Ms. Twila A. Paridon
The Park School
Parkside High School
Parkway North High School
Mr. John Parrish
Parrott Ventures
Delbert & Darlene Parsons
Manoj Patel
Tejash Patel
Patrick Henry Lady Patriots
The Paulits Foundation, Inc.
PDI Ground Support Systems, Inc.
Pearson
Pequannock Parks & Rec
Mr. Jeffrey Perich
Perkionmen Valley School
Carmen Pesquera
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Ms. Maria T. Pessano
Ms. Gail M. Peterson
Mr. Robert K. M. Peterson
Jim Petit
Mr. & Mrs. James M. Pfost
Mr. Gary Phillips
Mr. Harry H. Phillips
Phoenixville Area High School
PhRMA
Mrs. Linda J. Pierret
William & Sonia Pindler Family Foundation
Estate of Arlin G. Piper
Estate of Kimberly Ann Pisarra
LT. Col & Mrs. Joseph T. Pisciotta, Ret.
Plymouth Whitemarsh High School
Ms. Iris Podolsky
Mr. Anthony Pogodzinski
Paul & Julie Pokorny
Mr. William G. Pollard
Mr. & Mrs. Craig Pollen
Ms. Laurie Polochko
Mrs. Kathryn Polster
Pomperaug Field Hockey
Estate of Evelyn T. Pontone
Mr. Gustav Popke
Larry N. & Julianne M. Port
Port Byron
Mr. Robert F. Porter
Pottash/Ferguson Family Foundation
Deborah A. Poulter
Mr. & Mrs. Ralph Powell
Mrs. Persephone W. Powell
Ms. Kathryn Powers
Jeffrey Poznick & Ula Swenson
Mr. & Mrs. Anthony C. Pratt
Trust of Hawley B. Pratt
Ms. Lois A. Pratt
Estate of Joy Yvonne Presnick
Ms. Mona Preuss
David & Erlene Price
Mrs. Ruth Priest
Wayne L. Prim Foundation
Ms. Ramona Pringle
Dr. William C. Pritchard
Proctor Academy
Mr. Brian Purcell
Mr. James L. Purcell
Ms. Colleen Putnam
PV Field Hockey Prents Association
QGA Public Affairs
Quinnipiac University
Radnor Girls Field Hockey
Paige Rafferty
Mr. Manish Raghavan
Ms. Srilatha Raghavan
Mr. Greg  P. Rainbolt
Ms. Tasneem Rajan
Ms. Sundaram V. Ramanan
Ramsey High School 
Rappaport Management Company
Mr. John Rauth
Mr. Michael J. Ravin
Mrs. Katharine J. Rayner
Mr. Richard Reade
Recoup
Mr. Robert Redfield
Mr. & Mrs. John M. Reece
Mrs. & Mr. Nora Lea Reefe
Reisterstown High School
Trust of A. L. & E. R. Repecka
Mr. Mark Resnick
The Ress Family Foundation
Mr. Andrew Revel
Mr. & Mrs. Donald R. Reynolds
Ms. June Reynolds

Ms. Katherine Reynolds
Mr. William E. Richardson
Mr. Mike Richey
Ms. Clare Richie
Mr. & Mrs. Alan Richstein
Estate of Eileen B. Riddick
Ridgefield Youth Field Hockey
Estate of June Ridinger
Estate of Samuel S. Rifman
Estate of Margaret L. Rigby
Mr. Kenneth Ringbloom
Mrs. Gayle I. Rivera
Mr. James Rivera
Mr. Daniel Rivera-Gomez
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Roache
Mrs. Lois M. Robertson
Mr. & Mrs. Alan Robinson
Mr. Edward W. Robinson
Ms. May A. Robinson
Rocky Point High School
M. Rodriguez
Mr. & Mrs. Stanley E. Roegner
Rome Free Academy
John C. Roode
Ms. Melissa Rose
Richard Rosen
Mr. Robert Roslawski
Howard Ross Family Foundation
Ms. Kathy Rossi
Ms. Phyllis S. Roth
Roth Family Foundation
Brenda & James Rouse
Seymore Rubin
Martha & Max Rubinstein Family 

Foundation
Rye Junior High School
Mr. & Mrs. Timothy J. Sacheck
Saint Anselm College
Mrs. Patricia Sakakura
Mr. Franklin Salazar
SalesForcecom Foundation
Rayan Saliba Family
Mr. Franklin C. Salisbury, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Sammis
Ms. A. Sue Samuels
Mr. & Mrs. Robert E. Sandell
SanDisk Corporation
Sandwich High School
Ms. Dorothy A. Sanford
Mr. Robert E. Sanson
Mr. John R. Sares
Ms. Melinda Sarli Wehrle
Ms. Barbara J. Sayre
Gary & Karen Schaefer
Estate of Robert P. Scharlemann
Paul R. & Cleo Schimmel
The Albert G. & Olive H. Schlink Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. James Schllindwein
Mr. Gary T. Schmalzriedt
Ms. Stacey B. Schneider
Dr. & Mrs. Herbert Schneiderman
Mrs. Martha K. Schrader
Mr. Jim Schramm
Mrs. Susan Schrepper
Mr. James A. Schroeder
Mr. & Mrs. Howard Schuitema
Estate of Arthur W. Schultze
The Susan and Ford Schumann Foundation
Mrs. Phyllis Schwartz
Ms. Jan Scott
The Scott and Patric Brickman Family
Mr. John Searles
Mr. Ricardo Segura
Mr. Edward Seibert
Mrs. Phyllis T. Thompson

Margaret Selleck
Seneca High School
Mr. Ricky L. Senitza
Mr. & Mrs. David Seppala-Holtzman
Sewanee: The University of the South
Steven Sewell
Mr. John H. Shackelford
Mr. David Shafarow
Mr. William Shaffer
Mr. Manish Shah
Shawnee High School
B. J. Shea
Ms. Suzanne Shellman
Daniel Sherman
Marjorie Sherman
Sherwood High School
Mrs. Mary Shiell
Laurids C. Sidelmann
Estate of Sophia A. Siegel
Ms. Melissa Siegel
Mr. Joe Sileo
Mr. Robert Silverstein
Mrs. Morene L. Simon
Charles H. & Shirley B. Simpson Foundation
Mrs. Sharon Simpson
Col. Paul N. Sims, Ret.
Mr. Gregory Sinatro
Ms. Karen S. Singer
Sadhna Singh
Mr. Thomas M. Sipkins
Mr. & Mrs. William Sipkins
Mr. Richard Skalski
Ms. Virginia J. Skeirik
Mr. Winfred G Skelton, Jr.
Mr. Eugene R. Skora
Sanford & Doris Slavin Foundation, Inc.
Mrs. Brenda Slawson
Ms. Beth Sliazas
Mr. Michael Sloan
Barbara Sloyer
Mr. & Mrs. James B. Small
Mrs. Marilyn Smiith
Mr. & Mrs. Bernard Smith
Bruce & Jannet Smith
Charles Henry Smith, Sr. Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. David Smith
Mr. Gordon G. Smith
Mr. Jarod Smith
John Smith
Mr. Michael Smith
Mrs. Phyllis V. Smith
William E. Snowden, DDS
Mrs. Nancy V. Snyder
Somers High School
Somerville High Girls Basketball
Mr. Keith Soo Hoo
Southampton Township Rec.
University of Southern Maine
Ms. Davida C. Sparks
Sparta High School
Reva Spaugh
Betsy Sponsler
Sport Automotive Group
St. Stephen’s Episcopal School
Mr. Christopher Stacklin
Mr. Roy Stafford
Stafford High School
Vyann Stager
Ms. Anna Stanfield
Stanislaus Community Foundation
Mr. John S. Stanovick
Mrs. Marie Stanton
Trust of Toby Starr
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph D. Stas

Mr. H. Ellsworth Steele
Mrs. Elizabeth F. Steele
Ms. Nicole Steffeck
Lyle I. Steinberg
Ms. Karen S. Steingraber
Mr. James Stephenson
Ms. Dorothy Stern
Ms. Lori Steuer
Paul Stevens
Stevenson University
Ms. Saralyn Stewart
Mr. & Mrs. Fred Stillman
Dr. Alden Stock
Michael & Sally Stoddard
Susan Stoddart
Mr. Jay Stolper
Mr. Scott Straka
Mr. Robert M. Strong
Mr. Andrew B. Struble
Gwen Stuckwish
Ms. Polly K. Sturm
Suffern Blue
Suffield High School
Mr. Ronald Sugarman
Donna Sullivan
Mrs. Josephine G. Sullivan
Mr. Will Sullivan
SUNY Oneonta
Susquehanna University
Mr. Scott Svidergol
Mr. Richard Swanson
Ms. Shawanna E. Swanson
Mr. Gregg Swartz
Mr. Robert A. Swenson
Synergene Therapeutics, Inc.
Tabeling Foundation, Inc.
Takeda Pharmaceuticals
Nelson S. Talbott Foundation
Mr. Patrick A. Tamburri
Tandem Products, Inc.
Mr. Michael Tansky
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Tarantino
Paul Tardif
Mr. Derek Tarnow
Mr. Foster Tate, Jr.
Mrs. Suzanne F. Taylor
Douglas W. & Lynn D. Taylor
Marilynn Taylor
Mrs. Nancy B. Taylor
Mr. Neil Taylor
Theresa & Gregory Boroviskis
Ms. Margaret Thiele
Mr. Colin R. Thompson
Ms. Miyoko Thompson
Ms. Teresa A. Thompson
Mr. & Mrs. Charles W. Thomson
Thomson Reuters
Joan E. Thornton, M.D.
Anna Marie & John Thron
Thunder Birds Athletics Corp.
Tianjin Medical University Cancer Hospital 

and Institute
Marlene Tietjen
Ms. Maria Tillan-Rud & Mr. John M. Rud
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald R. Tisch
TM Associates Management, Inc.
Mr. & Mrs. Philip J. Tom
Mr. W. F. Touchstone, Jr.
Mr. Walter P. Townsen
Mr. & Mrs. John M. Trani
Travelers Community Connections
Estate of Mary G. Troy
Truist, Inc.
Mr. Jordan Tuchin
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Ms. Lynn Tufeld
Judith A. Tupper
Mrs. Ethel R. Twichell
UBS Financial Services, Inc.
United Way of America
Howard Unker Foundation
Upper Darby High School
Upper Dublin High School
Mr. John P. Utz
Ms. Audrey Uy
Mrs. Genevive Valeri
Valley Christian Schools
Ms. Laurie Van Dyke
Mr. Ray D. Van Vynckt
The Peter & Anna Vanderveld Foundation
Mr. Royce Vickery
Ms. Vida Vida
Villa Maria Academy
Virginia Commonwealth University 

Massey Cancer Center
VMware Foundation
Ms. Janice Volkenant
Mr. Fred K. Von Hillebrandt
Dr. & Mrs. Daniel D. Von Hoff
Mr. Curt Vondrasek
Mr. Roger F. Vorce
The Wagner Foundation
Wakefield High School
Ms. Marie T. Wakerly
Mrs. Carol M. Waldron
Marguerite A. Walk
Mr. Adam Walker
Ms. Camille E. Walker
Ms. Janet M. Walker
Mrs. Donna R. Wallace
Mr. & Mrs. Robert C. Walrich

Tamra Waltemath
Walter G. O’Connell Copiague High School
Mrs. Shirley J. Walthall
Walton Central School 
Shirley & Robert Wann
Mr. Reino I. Wantin
Mrs. Marilyn E. Wanty
Connie L. Ward
Estate of William J. Ward
Mr. Jesse B. Ward
Washington College
Washington & Jefferson College
Washington Township High School
Mr. Howard O Watkins, Jr.
Ms. Vickie Watkins
Mr. Daniel Webber
Joseph Weber
Mr. Matthew J. Weber
Mrs. Sylvia J. Weeres
Mitchell & Linda Weiss
Norman Weiss
Danny Welch, Ph.D.
Wellesley College
Wells Fargo
Joseph H. Wender Foundation
Brenda Wenger
Wesleyan University
Mr. Jay Wessels
Edward S. West
West Babylon High School
Western Connecticut State University
Westmont North Associates, L.P.
Robert Westwood
Mr. Peter Wexler
Wheaton College

Wheaton High School
Mrs. Lori Whelan
Edith M. White
Mr. Darryl White
Mr. David S. White
Mr. Mark R. White
Mr. Byrne Whitehead, Jr.
Mrs. Sharon B. Whitehouse
Whiting Foundation
Mr. Bruce H. Whitson
Ms. Nicole Wilberg
Paul W. Wilderson, III
Mr. Byron Williams
Mrs. Joanna P. Williams
Linda Williams 
Ms. Tammy Williams
Clemmie A. & Joyce Willis
Williston Northampton School
Mr. Lucas Wilson
Wilton High School
Wilton Recreation Field Hockey 
Mr. Howard Winters
Wiss, Janey, Elstner Assoc., Inc.
Ms. Phyllis Witman
Estate of Henry Witte
Dr. Joel Wittles
Curtis Woodhead & Susan Rossetti
Ms. Marie Cartinhour Woods
Dr. Twanna Woodson
Woodstock Academy
Mr. Larry Woody
Ms. Esther Woolls
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Wrench
Mr. Mark Wright
Mr. Edmund H. Wu

Wyoming Valley West High School
Mr. Frank E. Xavier
Mr. Daniel S. Yacker
Mr. Zaher Yaqubie
Mr. Franklin Yee
Mrs. Pat Yee
Mr. Mark Yen
Kyong Yi
Mrs. Elaine G. Yost
Mr. Bill Young
Mr. & Mrs. Ernest Young
Gregory S. Young
Lamont & Dana Youngborg
Mr. Kenny Yu
Dr. Charles  M. Zacharias
Mr. Thomas J. Zarillo
Ms. Mary Z. Zemon
Mr. Suiyuan Zhang & Ms. Sumin Ba
Mr. Dennis Zhou
Mr. Edward Zilcoski
Mrs. Edith A. Zimmermann
Hanna Ziolkowski
Debbie G. & Steven M. Zuckerman
Robert M. Zuvich

Anonymous (23)
Mr. & Mrs. Lyle M. Adams
Mr. & Mrs. Terry E. Albrecht
Ms. Linda Appel
Ms. Gloria Barry
Sujuan Ba, Ph.D.
Mrs. Cordelia Bennett
Roger A. & Maria D. Berube
Ms. Christina Billiard
Mr. Jack Bollinger
Mr. David T. Bonney
Mr. Moses Bradford, Jr.
Mr. Ronald L. Brough
Ms. Maryann A. Buruchian
Mrs. Deborah Caballero
Mrs. Thelma D. Cabaniss
Rev. Robert J. Carlson
Ms. Aliyssa H. Chanthakhounsy
Ms. Andrea Chaulklin
Linda L. Clark
Mr. Steve Clutter
Mr. John P. Cowden
Ms. Connie S. Cunningham
Jane Ann Curto
Mr. Jose Davila

Mr. Nicholas DeCurtis
Mrs. Teresa Duckett
Mrs. Dorothy Evans
Mr. David J. Frederickson
Ms. April C. Garry
Ms. Louise R. Geretti
Mr. & Mrs. Dean Gettemy
Mrs. Sydelle Goldwurm
Mrs. Deborah Goodwin
Mr. & Mrs. Gordon Gutkowski
Ms. Patricia Hale
Mrs. Martha Hall
Miss Barbara Hammonds
Mr. & Mrs. Herbert L. Harger
Edwin F. & Noriyo Hawxhurst
Ms. Treva Hobson
Ms. Kathleen Hofmann
Mrs. Marie D. Hutchinson
Ms. Bette Israel
Sree Kaimal, Ph.D. 
Mrs. Yvonne M. Kehr
Mr. Charles W. Kent
Ms. Barbara Kirsh
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Koch
Ms. Jody Kosow

Ms. Harriet LaClare & Mr. Don Mills
Mr. & Mrs. Billy B. Lawrence
Mrs. Madeline Lester
Mr. John R. Limpus
Ms. Elana Lippa
Mr. Joseph J. Lisboa
Mr. Richard Haughton Livesey, III & Mrs. Mae 

F. Livesey
Ms. Mary C. Majewski
Mr. Ionel Marsavela
Mr. Earl McKinley
Mrs. Barbara Marie Miller
Mr. Eric Milsted
Ms. Mary Elizabeth Moore
Linda Nedleman, Ph.D.
Mr. & Mrs. James R. Nolan
Mrs. Ruby D. Norwood
Mrs. Ruth H. O’Dea
Mrs. Charlotte S. Olsen
Mr. Albert Ottinger
Mr. Joseph Parham, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Francis Plumb
Ms. Debra Putman
Ms. Janet Robbins
Mrs. Janice M. Roof

Mr. Stephen C. Ross
Mrs. Sandra C. Rowe
Mr. & Mrs. John L. Rust
Mr. Franklin C. Salisbury, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Craig Schaum
Dr. David P. Sickles
Mr. & Mrs. Douglas R. Snowden
Mrs. Margot I. Sparling
Mr. Isaac R. Suarez
Mrs. Sonia E. Supple
Mr. Roy L. Tanksley
Ms. Lynn N. Truong
Ms. Trudy Ullman
Mr. & Mrs. Fred Unterleitner
Mr. Charles Uphoff
Mr. Charles Urban
Dr. & Mrs. Daniel D. Von Hoff
Ms. Mildred Wald
Ms. Ruth Walters
Ms. Deborah Weiss
Ms. Marilyn Wewerka
Ms. Leonilla Zobs

LEGACY SOCIETY DONORS
The Legacy society recognizes donors who have chosen to create a substantial legacy in cancer research by leaving a gift to NFCR 
through their estate, or by utilizing other planned gift vehicles to support NFCR’s cancer research. We are grateful to these donors for 
their dedication and foresight and are proud to recognize them through membership in the NFCR Legacy Society.
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Includes all donors, foundations, corporations and institutions giving $500 or more between January 1, 2014 and December 31, 2014.
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Mary Ann Miller
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